
 

 
 
 

The Orange County Bankruptcy Forum  
is proud to announce the Nineteenth Annual 

 
Honorable Peter M. Elliott Award 

 
 
 
As many OCBF members are aware, Judge Elliott served as a United States Bankruptcy 
Judge for the Central District of California from January 1, 1971, until he retired as 
Senior Bankruptcy Judge in November 1987. After a long, courageous battle with 
cancer, Judge Elliott died on December 29, 1987. A memorial program conducted by 
the Financial Lawyers Conference was attended by more than 500 judges and 
practitioners.  
 
Those who knew, worked for, practiced with, and appeared before Judge Elliot 
remember him fondly for his scholarship, thoughtful arguments and concise opinions. 
He represented all that is good about the bankruptcy bench and bar. He was 
knowledgeable, prepared, effective, efficient, compassionate and even-tempered. By 
example, and by generously giving his time to continuing education, he fostered those 
attributes in attorneys – particularly those who were lucky enough to work for him. As 
an educator, he taught from the bench and his chambers. He schooled his law clerks 
in the pragmatic as well as the scholarly aspects of the practice. His sage advice 
included “always return your phone calls” and “never assume that a judge knows 
anything.” Although serious, he had a good sense of humor and never took himself 
too seriously. His honesty, integrity and commitment to ethics were beyond reproach. 
He expected those who appeared before him to uphold these qualities. At the time of 
Judge Elliott’s memorial, one practitioner aptly observed, “for those of us who had the 
good fortune to work with him and appear before him, his pioneering spirit and 
abiding respect and love of the law continue to provide inspiration and guidance in our 
professional lives.” 
 
Judge Elliott was born and raised in Seattle. He served in the Merchant Marines during 
World War II. He graduated from Los Angeles State and the University of San 
Francisco Law School. Judge Elliott served as a courtroom clerk, and later as a law 
clerk in the United States District Court for the Northern District of California. He was 
in private practice for seventeen years in Santa Ana before being appointed to the 
bankruptcy bench. Judge Elliott was also the first full-time judge to be appointed to 
the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. 
 
The OCBF Board of Directors believed it was important to establish a tradition in honor 
of one of the true pioneers of the Orange County bankruptcy community. Without 
exception, everyone approached regarding the establishment of the Honorable Peter 
M. Elliott Award believed that no member of the Orange County bankruptcy 
community more richly deserved the honor. This award was established to honor the 
contributions of Judge Elliott and to honor those who have served this community with 
distinction during their careers. 
 

 
 

 

  Past Awards Recipients: 
 

 William N. Lobel 
 
 Theodor C. Albert 
 
 William M. Burd  
 
 James J. Joseph 
 
Stanley W. Minier 
 
 Pamela Z. Karger 
 
 Charles F. Rosen 
 
 Marc Winthrop 
 
 Jeffrey I. Golden 
 
Hon. John E. Ryan (ret.) 
 
Penelope Parmes 
 
Michael Hauser 
 
Jess Bressi 
 
Donald W. Sieveke 
 
Lei Lei Wang Ekvall 
 
Richard A. Marshack 
 
Todd C. Ringstad 
 
A. Lavar Taylor 



 

Members are asked to nominate fellow members who best embody the 
characteristics exemplified by Judge Elliott both during his practice and 
while on the bench. Original and longtime members of the OCBF will fondly 
remember Judge Elliott based on the characteristics and attributes described above.  
Newer members, and there are many, will greatly benefit from learning about Judge 
Elliott. It is the hope and purpose of the OCBF that, by continuing this tradition, its 
members will be encouraged to emulate Judge Elliott in their practice. 
 
All nominations must be received by August 30, 2019. Nominations should be 
submitted online or by filling out the form below and including a brief one-paragraph 
discussion of why the nominee should receive the award. All nominations should be 
submitted to  the Orange County Bankruptcy Forum at the address listed below.   
 
To avoid any appearance of impropriety, judges cannot serve on the selection 
committee nor be eligible for the award. However, Judges James N. Barr (Ret.) and 
Erithe A. Smith have been instrumental in establishing the criteria for the award. 
Nominees are ineligible to serve on the committee. The award recipient will be 
selected exclusively by this committee and will be announced in advance of the 
presentation of the award.     
 
The selection criteria are as follows: 
 
 A member of the OCBF, who is not an employee of the Bankruptcy Court, a 
sitting bankruptcy judge or a member of a sitting bankruptcy judge’s staff, who: 
 
 a. Demonstrates substantial knowledge of bankruptcy law;  
 
 b. Serves as a mentor and/or educator to the insolvency practitioners in 
Orange County;  
 
 c. Possesses the highest level of honesty, integrity and ethics;  
 
 d. Serves to enhance and improve access to justice; and 
 
 e. Contributes to the development and improvement of the OCBF. 
 
 

The Orange County Bankruptcy Forum  
Nineteenth Annual Honorable Peter M. Elliott Award 

 

NOMINATION BALLOT 
 

Name of Nominee:___________________________________________________   
 
Firm:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominated by:______________________________________________________ 

 
Please attach a brief description of the nominee and the reasons why you believe 

this person should receive the Honorable Peter M. Elliott Award. 
 

Please return to: OCBF, 6789 Quail Hill Parkway #204 Irvine, CA 92603 
info@ocbf.org or Fax (949) 681-8676 


